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Welcome to the Chicago Cluster! We are happy to have you as part of our group, and look forward to getting to know you better over the next few months. 

Being a new student can be confusing because there are so many issues to know about and understand. We remember what that’s like, so we have put together the most important information in this handout. Please read it carefully and jot down any questions you might have, so they can be discussed during your first class.

Format
This is a 2-year-program, with a new class starting each year. That means that first-year students and second-year students overlap for one year in the same classroom. This has many advantages for you, as you will have more experienced students to talk to, learn from, and ask questions of, but it can also be somewhat intimidating at first since you may feel like you don’t know as much as others in the class. Don’t worry about that. We all started off confused and knowing very little, and we all learned a tremendous amount over time. You will, too.
Class weekends will consist of lectures on Saturdays and Sundays, followed by 4 hours of group supervision, for a total of 10 hours of lecture and 8 hours of supervision per weekend (see below for more information on lectures and supervision formats). You will also complete 1000 hours of clinical practicum (neuropsychological assessments and interventions) on your own during the two years you are in the program. 

Lectures

Times: We will have regular class meetings every third weekend of each month, with the exception of January and August. On Saturdays, lectures typically run from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., with three different 20-minute breaks throughout out the day. On Sundays, lecture runs from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., without any officially scheduled breaks. There are no officially scheduled lunch or dinner breaks. Feel free to bring your own food, or buy it at the hotel restaurant, and eat it in class. 

Attendance: You are expected to attend each lecture as scheduled. If you are unable to attend for some reason, you should let Dr. Koziol know in advance. If you miss a lecture, you can review the presentation on FELIX later (see below).
Materials: Lectures typically use PowerPoint presentations, which are usually available to students in electronic format at the beginning of the lecture. It is useful if you bring your laptop to class so you can copy the PowerPoint presentation onto your computer, for review. It’s also helpful to have a flash drive handy for copying and sharing other documents. If you don’t bring your laptop, or if you ever have to miss a lecture, the presentations will also be available on FELIX following each weekend.  

Supervision

For group supervision, several students usually bring handouts and present background information and test results from a recent assessment case they have seen in their practice, and receive feedback from Dr. Koziol and other students to help them deepen their understanding of the individual’s cognitive functioning. You will learn a systematic way of organizing and interpreting test data that is based on brain-behavior relationships. After the first two months of watching other students present their cases, you will have a much better understanding of how to organize your own data for future presentations.
Times: Group supervision times are 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Saturdays, and 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Sundays. There is also an optional supervision group that meets on Friday nights from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and typically requires an advanced commitment from at least 5 students in order to take place. You are welcome to attend Friday night supervision, but you shouldn’t use it to substitute for Saturday or Sunday supervision meetings. 

Fee: Dr. Koziol’s current fee for group supervision is $35 per hour, per student, payable by check to Dr. Koziol at the end of each weekend. We typically pass around an envelope during Sunday supervision to collect checks.
Log: You will need a total of 200 hours of supervision in order to complete the program. It is important that you keep your own record of how many hours of supervision you attended (see the Fielding Student Handbook for an example of a Supervision Log). Most of us have adapted the form in the Handbook for our own purposes, so we can also keep track of how many cases were presented, and on what topics. Dr. Koziol will have to sign your log before you hand it in to Fielding at the end of the program.

Supervision Marathon: If you attend the regular 8 hours of supervision each weekend for a total of 20 weekends over two years, you will have 160 hours of supervision. In order to make up for the remaining 40 hours, we typically schedule two “supervision marathon” weekends each year, during weekends that we don’t have scheduled class meetings. Exact dates for those marathon weekends will be discussed in class. Marathons are optional, and are not sponsored by Fielding University; this means that the students who attend will share the cost for renting a meeting room at the hotel for the weekend (last August, this cost was about $25-30 per student, per day). This cost is in addition to the regular fee for supervision.
Course Requirements

The requirements for this class are explained in more detail in the course outline/syllabus you will receive. The following information is only a brief overview to help you understand the major components of this class.
In a nutshell, you will be expected to:

· attend 20 weekends of lectures

· attend 200 hours of group supervision

· complete a total of 1000 hours of clinical practicum on your own. These hours typically consist of the time you spend on neuropsychological assessments and interventions as part of your regular job. Make sure you keep a log of all assessments you complete (see the Fielding Student Handbook for an example of a practicum log). Again, most of us prefer to adapt that log format for our own purposes, to include more details that we like to remember about each case. You can get credit for up to 20 hours for each comprehensive neuropsychological evaluation you complete; however, most evaluations will probably take less time than that

· present at least four comprehensive cases you assessed in group supervision each year (you will get a good idea of how to do that by watching the second-year students give presentations during supervision)

· pass several occasional quizzes that will be given in class

· write up a final comprehensive case presentation that needs to get approved by Dr. Koziol and another Fielding Neuropsychology faculty member, before presenting it in class as your final evaluation

Commonly Used Tests
You are not required to buy any particular tests for this class, and can probably use many of the tests you already have. However, it is very useful to have access to the tests that are most often discussed in class and supervision, and that are usually part of most of the case presentations you will see (if you are unfamiliar with a particular test, it is helpful to read the description in the “Compendium of Neuropsychological Tests” to familiarize yourself with the test). The sooner you can start using these tests, the sooner case presentations and class discussions will start to make sense to you. 

If you buy new tests from Psychological Assessment Resources (PAR) or Psychological Corporation (PsychCorp), be sure to download the student discount forms (found on their websites) and have it signed by Dr. Koziol. You can get a 30-40% graduate student discount on tests that are published by either one of these companies (subject to change, so check their websites). You can also order Harcourt tests (PsychCorp) through Fielding and receive a 50% discount on all items that are “trademarks of Harcourt”. The link to Fielding’s test order website is: https://www.fielding.edu/forms/private/psy/testequipment.htm
The most commonly used tests include:

· Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children – 4th Edition (WISC-IV)

· Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale – 4th Edition (WAIS-IV)

· Various Academic Achievement Tests (WRAT4, WIAT-III, Woodcock-Johnson III)

· California Verbal Learning Test – 2nd Edition (CVLT-II)

· California Verbal Learning Test – Children’s Version (CVLT-C)

· A story recall test that includes both immediate and delayed recall trials, as well as a recognition trial (there are several available, such as the Logical Memory subtest on the Wechsler Memory Scale, or the Story Learning subtests of the WRAML-2)

· Wisconsin Card Sorting Test (most of us like the computerized version because it saves scoring time, but the old-fashioned cards work just as well)

· Tower of London Test – 2nd Edition (make sure you get the Drexler University Edition; it is sold by MHS)
· Gordon Diagnostic System (this is the only Continuous Performance Test that Dr. Koziol recommends; it’s expensive, but worth having)

· Trail Making Test (there are several versions on the market)

· Stroop Color-Word Test

· the Delis-Kaplan Executive Function Battery also has a Trail Making and Color-Word test, in addition to other useful subtests such as verbal fluency, design fluency, etc. – if you want to invest in a full battery, this is a pretty good one to have, but it’s not absolutely necessary
· COGNISTAT (if you will be assessing elderly patients, or patients with dementia)

· NEPSY-II (if you will be assessing children ages 3 to 16)

· Boston Naming Test

· Rey Complex Figure Test

· Many other tests (and their norms) are described in the book “Compendium of Neuropsychological Tests” – e.g., Auditory Consonant Trigrams is a test you can get straight from the book 
· Lezak’s book “Neuropsychological Assessment” also discusses many tests in later chapters

Hotel
When you book a room at the Four Points Sheraton, make sure you ask for the “Fielding Rate” which is currently $89/night. You will have to make your reservations two weeks in advance in order to get that rate. 
Web Resources
Dr. Koziol maintains a website for his students and supervisees where you can access many resources for this class. Check it out at www.neuropsychtutor.com. To access the section on Papers, you will need a password. Make sure you ask us about the username and password during your first class. There is also an e-mail list for all current and former students of the Chicago Cluster. 
Dr. Koziol also maintains an informal listserv for current and past students/supervisees. Announcements and new articles relevant to neuropsychology are regularly e-mailed to people on the list. You can also e-mail comments or questions related to class, or any other topics for discussion. The address is info@neuropsychtutor.com. If you are interested in participating, make sure you have your name and e-mail address added to the list during your first class.
Questions and Concerns

If you have questions at any point, feel free to ask any of the other students in the class as we are always happy to help out. You can also e-mail Dr. Koziol with questions or concerns at lfkoziol@aol.com. For more information about Dr. Koziol’s background, check out his website at www.hostzone.com/koziol/index.html. Concerns about anything related to this cluster are usually best addressed with Dr. Koziol first, instead of calling the Fielding office. 

Again, welcome to our cluster! We have found this class to be a rich and rewarding learning experience, and hope you will enjoy it as much as we have. We will do our best to help you have a positive experience in this program.
Disclaimer: This newsletter represents an informal attempt to summarize practical information from student to student, based on our own experiences. It is not an official Fielding document, and should not be relied on for current and official course requirements. Please always check the Fielding Student Handbook for official information on all requirements for the neuropsychology certificate program.
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